
found the required funds to keep the sites 
going for another fiscal year.

Our annual regimental dinner was held 
at the Queen’s Rangers Sergeants Mess in 
the Fort York Armouries. Many thanks to 
our friends in the Queen’s Rangers “Old 
Guard”, and the modern regiment for mak-
ing the mess available for us. 

An excellent quality Northern Brigade 
School was held this year at Fanshawe 
Village in London, Ontario. Wolf Thomas, 
Scott Paterson, and his son Chase, along 
with Brigadier Cameron taught a variety of 
subjects, such as the ambush, speed firing, 
and firing on the move. Included in the cur-
riculum were two excellent tacticals which 
were fought through the village.

At Lansing Manor the Yorkers, along 
with other regiments of the Crown, soundly 
defeated the rebel army again, even though 
the scripted battles were set for them to win 

I N 2010, there were lots of cancellations 
and rumours of impending re-enact-

ment doom as New York State threatened 
to close many of its historical sites. This 
included Johnson Hall, the Yorker’s ances-
tral home. Fortunately the state legislature, 
with the aid of some creative bookkeeping, 
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one of them. 
Black Creek had a new look this year. 

The “Village People” gave us the use of the 
north end of the village above Steeles Ave, 
which completely changed the complexion 
of the battles and created new chances for 
better tacticals. At the event this year we 
welcomed our new Honourary Lieutenant 
Colonel, Doug Grant and his wife Nancy. 
Doug reviewed the regiment on the village 
green, and afterwards he and his wife joined 
the officers and NCO’s for wine and cheese 
in Sjt. Stewart’s Tavern.

The 2nd Battalion attended the Wyoming 
Massacre (minus the craft show). This 
turned to be a reasonable event, and was a 
good test for the big BB/CL event at this 
location in 2011.

The big event of the year was of course at 
Fort George, which was organized and run 
by Brigadier Cameron. Anyone with any 
kind of experience in running an event will 
appreciate how much work and effort the 

Brigadier put into running this spectacular 
show. Organization of this event was a mas-
sive undertaking and the Brigadier deserves 
much praise for his hard work.

The next event was the complete oppo-
site of Fort George. The BAR Grand 
Encampment was held at Fort Ontario 
in Oswego New York. There were seven 
Yorker muskets at the event and we repre-
sented one third of the Crown Forces. The 
rebels turned up with about thirty-two mus-
kets. Strangely enough all of the Yorkers 
thoroughly enjoyed this event.

Newtown was returned to the schedule 
after initially being cancelled. Unusually 
there were twice as many rebels as Crown 
Forces, which of course made for a fair 
fight. For those of you who did not attend 
this year or last, the park embeds the public 
into the battle on the roads. It’s a different 
approach. It is awkward having the public 
on the battlefield.

In September we attended the Queen’s 

York Ranger’s “Brandywine Parade”, which 
also included a change of command cer-
emony that went on and on, and on. I don’t 
think we have ever done so many “present 
arms” at one event.

The last event of the year was Brandywine 
Creek in Delaware. Five Yorkers were in 
attendance and two of us were in command 
positions: myself as Provincial Brigadier, 
and Dave Putnam as Provincial Brigade 
Serjeant Major. The event was good and 
well organized, but it was a long drive.

The year has ended on a sad note with 
the passing of two former members of the 
regiment, Tex Joyner and Colin Gammon. 
Tex was a Canadian veteran of the Second 
World War and Colin was a former officer 
of the Queen’s Own Rifles. 

Colonel James 

L AST YEAR the Annual Northern 
Brigade School was hosted by the 

Grendiers and held at a western Ontario 
site, Fanshawe Pioneer Village in London. 
In 2011 the School will be hosted by 
Duncan’s Coy and held at an eastern 
Ontario location on the weekend of April 
16 & 17. Sjt Dave Smith and his commit-
tee are already busily making plans for what 
looks to be a very exciting weekend. We will 
have access to a 250 acre farm near the town 
of Allisonville, Prince Edward County. The 
property was originally the land grant of 
Sjt Jon Bradshaw, who was an NCO in the 
Major’s Coy of the 1st Batallion, KRRNY. 
At this point the plan is to have a live ball 
shoot on the Saturday, and devote Sunday 

to tactical scenarios. The Elk’s Lodge, 
which is adjacent to the farm, has ample 
room for 100 cots, or weather permitting 
we can setup camp outside on the prop-
erty. The Lodge also has suitable space for 
indoor classes and gatherings for the Loyal 
Refugees. Discussions are also underway 
concerning the provision of breakfast and 
dinner by the Lodge.

Make sure you put this early outing on 
your calendar, so we can all get the 2011 
campaign season started on the right foot.

  1 1 
B r I G A D e  S C H o o L

 A p r i l  1 6  &  1 7
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T HE YORKERS will garrison  
 Fort Niagara on the last weekend 

in February. Those who wish to arrive on 
Friday, 25 February are welcome to do so, 
but the major activities will be on Saturday 
and Sunday. If you plan to arrive on 
Saturday, 26 February, please try to arrive 
no later than noon.

During the day on Saturday, the men-
at-arms will conduct minor garrison duties 
such as drill, practicing the mounting and 
relieving of sentries, patrolling, hauling 
wood, and helping in the preparation of 
food. These activities will be contingent on 
the weather. We will also have tobogganing, 
snow shoeing, and other winter activities 
for everyone. This will be a great opportu-
nity to wear your new overcoat, capote and 
other winter clothing. 

On the Saturday evening, we are orga-
nizing a garrison dinner to be cooked in 
the cookhouse next to the French Castle 
and served in the French Castle. Some help 
will be required with food preparation and 
cooking, so we are seeking volunteers to 
help. All participants will be asked to share 
in the cleaning up after dinner. Dinner will 
be followed by a tavern, card games, social-
izing and dancing.

Our accommodations will be either 
the French Castle or the North Redoubt. 
Both buildings are winterized and heated, 
but they will not be as warm as your home. 
Bring lots of blankets and warm clothing.

On Sunday morning, we are planning 
breakfast and a lecture on the history of Fort 
Niagara during the American Revolution. 
Planned activities will end at noon, giving 

everyone plenty of time to drive home.
We are also considering the possibility of 

making this event the annual Winter Party, 
starting in 2012. 

It has been many years since the Yorkers 
have attended an event at Fort Niagara, and 
many more since the Yorkers have had a 
winter event. The site is one at which the 
original Regiment served, and was one of 
the most important fortifications on Lake 
Ontario throughout the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries. First fortified 
in the seventeenth century, it was the scene 
of Sir William Johnson’s epic and success-
ful siege in 1759. During the Revolution, 
it was a major headquarters of the Indian 
Department and a constant base for loyalist 
and native raiding parties.

Fort Niagara was the headquarters for 
the American Army which attacked Fort 
George in May, 1813, and was captured at 
night in a surprise British assault at the end 
of 1813. Many of the modern earthworks 
and masonry fortifications date from the 
nineteenth century, but several buildings 
are very old indeed. The French Castle is 
the oldest stone building in the lower Great 
Lakes region, having been built between 
1726 and 1727. The Bake House, where we 
will be cooking dinner, was built in 1762. 
The North and South redoubts were built 
in 1770, and even the officers’ privy is older 
than the United States.

This event has a very interesting historical 
context. Fort Niagara was held by the Crown 
throughout the American Revolution. It 
was retained by the British Army after the 
Treaty of Paris as collateral to ensure that 

the American government satisfied its treaty 
obligation to remunerate loyalist Americans 
for their losses during the Revolution. 
Although, as we know, these debts have never 
been paid, the British and American govern-
ments reached a compromise in 1796 and 
the Fort was surrendered to the Americans. 
For one weekend, we can take it back.

Driving time from Toronto is approxi-
mately two hours, although you should plan 
extra time for border crossing. Crossing the 
Queenston to Lewiston Bridge into New 
York State can be notoriously slow on Fridays 
and Saturday mornings, but the return 
journey to Canada on Saturday evening or 
Sunday morning should be quick. Driving 
time from Kingston is five hours with the 
same caveats about crossing the bridge. 

Once you enter New York at Lewiston, 
you will turn onto Highway 104 and fol-
low the directional signs for the northbound 
Robert Moses Parkway. The Parkway 
descends the escarpment and continues on a 
straight line towards Lake Ontario. Just past 
the exit for Lockport Road, there is an exit 
for Fort Niagara which takes you into the 
park grounds. Outside of the Fort’s opening 
hours, we are permitted to unload our vehi-
cles on the Niagara River side of the Fort at 
the gate next to the Coast Guard station. 

Sjt. Rob Stewart of Duncan’s Company 
is the contact person for this event. If 
you plan to attend, please e-mail him at  
rbgs@hotmail.com.

Sjt Robert Stewart

old Fort Niagara 

Garrison
weekend

f e b r u a r y   6  &   7
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Here are a few interesting extracts from “The 
Rudiments of War; Comprising the Principles 
of Military Duty”, printed in 1782.

EVERY OFFICER in a regiment 
  is to have an orderly book, in which 

all orders are to be regularly kept. (Duke of 
Cumberland, July 10, 1751)

Whenever officers sign reports or returns, 
they are constantly to mention their rank 
and the corps to which they belong. (Duke 
of Cumberland, February 16, 1745-6)

An officer of a company to see that the 
men mess regularly every day, to take care 
that they dress flesh with their roots and 
greens, and that every man puts in his 
proportion of pay towards the mess twice 
every week, viz. each pay day. (Duke of 
Cumberland August 13, 1748)

A subaltern of a company to examine 

the men every morning before they leave 
camp, and to be answerable for their 
appearing clean and well dressed. (Duke of 
Cumberland, September 6, 1745)

Serjeants to take particular care, when a 
recruit is posted to their company, that he 
be taught how to clean his accoutrements 
and his arms, and shewn how to mount 
and unmount his firelock; and they shall 
be answerable that no man shall do this for 
another. (Duke of Cumberland, November 
7, 1754)

The serjeants and corporals to take pains 
with the recruits in making them learn to 
dress in a soldier like manner. (Duke of 
Cumberland, November 7, 1754)

When any man is returned for dirty 
appearance of any kind, he is to be ordered 
six days to the drill for the first offence, 
fourteen days for the second, and for the 

third to be tried by a court-martial. (Duke 
of Cumberland, October 26, 1754)

No recruit, or any other soldier, to take 
off the lock of his musket on any pretence. 
When they want to clean them, they are to 
apply to their corporals, who are to instruct 
them how it is to be done.

These notes on the “Rudiments of War” 
show that there was a good deal of admin-
istration in regiments/battalions and that 
every officer and non commissioned officer 
had duties that they were to perform dili-
gently. All of these regulations, as you will 
have noted, were ordered by the Duke of 
Cumberland who was well known for his 
cruelty towards the Jacobites after the ’45 
rebellion, but was also known as a very able 
and efficient general.

Colonel James

I T IS WITH REGRET that Col. 
  James and I have accepted the resigna-

tion of Mike Manning as serjeant of the 
Grenadier Company. Mike was instrumen-
tal in recruiting, out-fitting and training 
many of the present members. Many thanks 
for all your time and effort, Mike. Your 
enthusiasm was greatly appreciated.

Cpl. Matt Liness has agreed to accept 
the rank of serjeant. His past experience in 
the military and interest in and knowledge 
of our period will help us improve our sol-
dierly impression and tactical methods.

Gdr. Nick Wesson, who has proven to be 
a quick learner and eager participant, will 
take on the role of corporal.

Cpt. Alex Lawrence
Grenadier Coy

Intereing notes 
F R O M  T H E  

B . A . r .  
D i s p a t c h

Changes 

I N  T H E

Grenadier
C O M P A N Y 
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A GREAT MANY OF US have 
 happy memories of reenactments 

sponsored by the War Museum. For 
example, that magnificent British Brigade 
encampment on Major’s Hill Park near the 
Parliament Buildings, where the Yorkers 
had a massive turnout and performed with 
such élan in the park in Hull/Gatineau. 
How about the Simcoe Landing in Niagara-
on-the-Lake that had War Museum 
sponsorship for the naval element, as did 
the commemoration of the first capture 
of Louisbourg, where our 1758 New York 
Provincials and Louisbourg Grenadiers 
took part?

Just before the 20th Battalion was cre-
ated, our Great War members held an 
outstanding event inside the War Museum 
to commemorate the anniversary of Vimy 
Ridge. Each member represented a dif-
ferent battalion and had studied what role 
their unit had performed in this great vic-
tory, so he could relate it to the public. 

And, the only funding the 20th Battalion 
received from an outside source to assist 
with our personal costs to make the land-
mark trip to France and Belgium for the 
commemoration of the 75th anniversary 
of the end of the Great War was from the 
Canadian War Museum. 

And, all those Second War events! First, 
the launch of the Perth Regiment on the 
second floor of the Museum in 1990. Next, 
D-Day’s 50th anniversary with the superb 
tent camp at Major’s Hill Park and the 
tank-supported mock battle on Le Breton 
Flats. Then, the 50th anniversary VE Day 
commemoration at Lansdowne Park, with 
our inspection by a wartime Perth colonel 
and his lady; mega static displays and a 
parade through Ottawa with the Governor 
General’s Foot Guards’ band keeping all 
of us on our feet. Another big event with 
Landing Craft on Dow’s Lake and the 
Rideau Canal, and a parade on Parliament 
Hill with the Perths in a March Past with 
the salute taken by Smokey Smith, VC. 
And, most recently, a 60th VE Day anni-
versary camp and mock battle that included 
our German unit, followed by a march from 

the National War Memorial down to the 
new War Museum location. En route, the 
Perths gave an ‘eyes-right’ to the Prime 
Minister and CGS Rick Hillier. Wonderful 
memories indeed.

In short, our MAMH units have enjoyed 
tremendous involvement with the CWM. 
Most of us knew that the museum’s direc-
tor, Victor Suthren, had the major role in 

all of this reenactment support. My first 
encounter with Victor was on the Plains 
of Abraham in 1975. He was in the per-
sona of Major Allan Maclean of the Royal 
Highland Emigrants. This was the Royal 
Yorkers’ first pubic event and it was a big 
one and, clearly, Victor was at the helm. Yet, 
his favourite roles were Naval and a number 
of our members (Yorkers, 20th and Perths) 
went on small-boat and ship adventures 
with Victor leading the way. And, he put 
together a squadron of masted ships and 
small boats. But then the axe fell at the War 
Museum and Victor was gone. 

Since his demise, the only large reen-
actment event that has had War Museum 
sponsorship was the 2005 VE Day com-
memoration. The current dearth of War 

C a n a d i a N   W a R   M u s e u m

V ictor  Suthren

Museum involvement proves the great debt 
of gratitude the MAMH owes to Victor. 
Rumours have always been that he was 
dismissed because of his belief in the util-
ity of animating history and his personal 
involvement and reliance upon too many 
reenactments. Of course, we reenactors 
have a stake in believing Victor was right 
in his beliefs and actions. Besides, the War 
Museum’s budgets were pitiful during his 
time in office and the two, old museum 
buildings were woefully inadequate. Victor 
was able to bring life to history by staging 
and supporting reenactments. In compari-
son to funding a rebuild of the old facilities, 
reenactments were cheap and represented 
an excellent outreach programme. 

When Victor was let go, we lost a great 
friend of our hobby – a man who shared the 
passion of learning something about history 
by living aspects of it. Our pastime is much 
the poorer for not having his support. Yet, 
we must recognize that most professional 
historians view reenactment as a sham 
activity. They see far too many inaccura-
cies for the practice to be taken seriously. 
This position is strongly stated in Norman 
Hillmer’s article entitled, The Canadian 
War Museum and the Military Identity of an 
Unmilitary People in the Summer 2010 issue 
of Canadian Military History:

“The war museum needed a fresh start 
in a new building, and in the meantime, it 
needed the intellectual respectability that 
had been missing from the Suthren era, 
when elaborate re-enactments of historical 
events passed for scholarly substance.”

I’m sure all of us would agree that reenact-
ments are a poor method of teaching history, 
as there’s simply far too many aspects of any 
era that we portray that cannot be con-
veyed properly. However, to dismiss them 
altogether seems an error. Reenactment 
audiences are entertained and intrigued 
by the clothing, accoutrements, music, 
parades and mock battles. Their curiosi-
ties are touched and history is brought alive 
in a fashion that no dry research, scholarly 
tome or static display galleries can ever, 
ever accomplish. Nor should the amount of 
enjoyment and excitement experienced by 
the reenactors themselves be cavalierly dis-
missed – after all, they’re historians too. 

Gavin Watt
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I N 2003 I wrote an article about the  
     Johnson Family vault on Mount Johnson 

(Mount Saint-Grégoire) south of Montreal. 
The vault once contained the burial remains 
of Sir John Johnson, Lady Johnson and 5 
other members of the Johnson family. That 
article can be viewed on pages 4 and 5 of 
the October 2003 KRRNY newsletter at:  
http://royalyorkers.ca/newsletter/krr2003_5.pdf

What is the current state of the restoration 
project? In 2006 the Centre d’Interpretation 
du Milieu Ecologique du Haut Richelieu 
(CIME) acquired the property on the lower 
southwest side of the mountain which 
contains the ruins of the Johnson family 
vault. It was also the site of Sir John’s last 
manor house, which burned in the 1830’s. 
The Centre d’Interpretation du Milieu 
Ecologique du Haut Richelieu (CIME) has 
owned the top portion of Mount Johnson 
since 1994 and has offered recreational and 
educational interpretations of the mountain 
in a conservation framework.

The Société de Restauration du 
Patrimoine Johnson first met with CIME 
in November 2006 to discuss the restora-
tion project with the new land owners. 
That first meeting went very well and 
both parties quickly realized that they 
share the same vision for the site. In fact, 
unknowingly CIME had been preserv-
ing and utilizing the same hiking trails, 
with amazing vistas, that the Johnson 
family had enjoyed 180 years earlier.  
 The vault restoration committee has made 
great progress since 2006 with CIME. 
They are very close to finalizing an agree-
ment with them concerning the land that 
will kept with the vault, as well as access to 
it.  Once the agreement is finalized they can 

proceed with having the site surveyed and 
start making arrangements for rebuilding 
of the vault. The vault re-construction will 
be the culmination of many years of patient 
effort by the UELAC, Sir John Johnson 
Centennial Branch Vault Committee. 
Looking forward to some great announce-
ments in 2011!

More information and some great pictures 
of Mount Johnson can be found on the web 
page for Centre d’Interpretation du Milieu 
Ecologique du Haut Richelieu (CIME):  
http://www.cimehautrichelieu.qc.ca/

Johnson family members buried in the 
vault:
1.  William Johnson; Born on August 21, 

1775 at Johnson Hall, Johnstown, New 
York; Died on January 11, 1812 at the 
age of 37

2.  Robert Thomas Johnson; Born on 27, 
1787 in Montreal; Drowned in the Saint 
Lawrence River on April 1, 1812 at the 
age of 25

3.  Colonel Edward Macdonnell; Husband 
of Anne Nancy Johnson; Died on 
October 20, 1812

4.  Lady Mary “Polly” Johnson nee Watts; 
Wife of Sir John Johnson; Died on 
August 7, 1815

5.  Sir John Johnson, Second Baronet; Born 
in 1742 at Fort Johnson, New York; 
Died in Montreal on January 4, 1830 in 
his 88th year

6.  Colonel John Johnson; Born on the boat 
“Hero” August 8, 1782; Died on June 
23, 1841 at the age of 59

7.  Sir Adam Gordon Johnson, Third 
Baronet; Born in Montreal on May 6, 
1781; Died on May 21, 1843 at the age 
of 62

Shaun Wallace
Duncan’s Coy

This painting of the vault is the property of the McCord museum and was used by the 
restoration committee on their original web site. The grave marker from above the 
door is now cemented into the wall at the museum at Standsted East.  

J O H N S O N 
Family Vault  

R E S T O R A T I O N  
Update



R

[  December,  1 ] Page 7t h e  y o r k e r  c o u r a n t

I F YOU LOOK BACK to Issue  
  2007-6 of the Yorker Courant, you will 

recall that there was great rejoicing over a 
court decision that ruled in favour of those 
fighting to preserve the heritage home of 
Captain Richard Duncan, of Duncan’s Coy 
fame. The article stated, “In a sharp rebuke 
for Niskayuna town officials, a state judge 
sided with activists on Monday, Sept. 17, 
and tossed out the hotly contested approval 
of a special-use permit for construction of 
a multi-million dollar shopping mall on 
the site of the historic Ingersoll Home for 
the Aged. The decision by state Supreme 
Court Judge Joseph Sise effectively sends 
Highland Development LLC back to the 
drawing board and requires them to com-
plete a full-blown environmental impact 
study (EIS) before seeking a fresh round 
of permit approvals for the controversial 
Stanford Crossings project proposed for the 
12.5-acre site on the corner of Ballstown 
Road and State Street.” 

There are new developments in this 
ongoing saga. The following item appeared 
in the October 17, 2010 issue of the Albany, 
N.Y. Times Union (written by Paul Nelson, 
Staff writer pnelson@timesunion.com).

niskayuna  — A preservation group 
fighting the construction of a shopping 
mall that involves moving the historic 
Stanford Home at the Ingersoll site was 
dealt another legal blow when a mid-level 
appeals court denied a motion to block the 
building project.

“We do have a couple of avenues that 
we’re exploring,” said Alex Brownstein, an 
attorney who is representing the Friends of 
Stanford Home. He declined to elaborate 
further Friday on possible moves. In a one-
page decision, the Appellate Division of 
state Supreme Court on Wednesday ruled 
5-0 against the motion, Brownstein added.

The builder, Highbridge Development 
of Schenectady wants to make the build-
ing, at the corner of Ballstown Road and 
State Street, the centerpiece of the Mansion 
Square Mall. The site is about 12 acres. 
Earlier this month, a state Supreme Court 
justice issued a temporary restraining order 
barring the move of the mansion to another 
site on the property.

The preservationists are pushing for 
a new comprehensive environmental 
review, arguing that the special-use permit 
approved in 2007 by the Town Board was 
no longer applicable because Highbridge 
submitted an amended plan over the sum-
mer. Under the revised plans, the home 
will be repositioned about 350 feet to face 
Ballstown Road and then leased for retail 
or office space.

Highbridge has said the shopping plaza 
would feature “shops, restaurants and other 
retail uses that provide shoppers with an 
upscale Niskayuna shopping and dining 
experience.” The developer has said it has 
several leases and letters of intent from 
potential tenants.

The UELAC publication, Loyalist Trails, 
added the following: 

During the time of the War for American 
Independence, the original home was used 
by the Duncans, of whom one member was 
a company commander of the King’s Royal 
Regiment of New York. At least one mem-
ber of the re-enacted Duncan’s Company 
(Shaun Wallace) of the KRRNY travelled to 
Niskayuna about 2007, in full kit, to plead 
for the home’s preservation. 

T H E  F A T E  O F 

Captain 
richard Duncan’s 

Home 
I S  I N  T H E 

B A L A N C e

ACBCBCBCBCBCBCD

ABD
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T HE 1812 Discovery Centre in Bath, 
Ontario took another step forward 

with a funding announcement from the 
federal government on Wednesday October 
20, 2010. The funding, announced by the 
Honourable James Moore, Minister of 
Canadian Heritage and Official Languages 
is a grant of $171,225 to the Fairfield 
Gutzeit Society under the Building 
Communities through Arts and Heritage 
Program. The grant is in support of the War 
of 1812 Living History Discovery Centre 
to be developed at the boat house on the 
Fairfield Gutzeit grounds.

With a scheduled completion date of June 
2012, the discovery centre is set to open in 
time for the Flight of the Royal George signa-
ture event, which is part of the War of 1812 
bicentennial programming. The centre is 
a legacy project. It is being designed with 
both educational outreach and tourism in 
mind. The ground floor will feature interac-
tive content and displays depicting both the 
Flight of the Royal George as well as life at the 
time. The second floor will feature a recon-
struction of barracks life during the war.

Thank you to all who have worked so 
hard to-date on the project.  The War of 

1812 Discovery Centre would like to extend 
a special thank-you to The St. Lawrence 
War of 1812 Bicentennial Alliance for their 
support.

David Smith, Director Fairfield Gutzeit 
Society and Chairman of the Legacy 
Project: “The War of 1812 Living History 
Centre is a legacy that will endure beyond 
the Bicentennial Celebrations of the War of 
1812 and presents a wonderful opportunity 
for students and families alike to experience 
this era of Canadian history. A re-enact-
ment of the Flight of the Royal George is 
planned for Canada Day Weekend of 2012 
and this will be the signature event for 
Eastern Ontario. An invasion is planned for 
the Village of Bath with re-enactors from as 
far away as Great Britain taking part.”

Kelley Hineman, President Fairfield 
Gutzeit Society: “The society has proudly 
sponsored this project as a dedicated to 
heritage and history of the area. The legacy 
project presents an opportunity to celebrate 
our heritage and a chance to live and learn 
about history in the making. We are grateful 
for the support and funding made available 
through the Minister of Canadian Heritage 
and Official Languages.”

Joe Hudacin, Loyalist Township 
Councillor for the Village of Bath: “I 
have personally supported the project and 
accompanied Dave Smith’s presentations 
for the last two years. Loyalist Township 
has supported this program by funding 
initial engineering and historical authen-
tication of the legacy project’s boat house. 
Bath heritage is a most valuable strength to 
our community. We are proud to build on 
this strength to make Bath and the Fairfield 
Gutzeit House an important destination as 
it promotes history and tourism in this part 
of Eastern Ontario.”

Information on the Flight of the Royal 
George, the signature event planned for 
2012, and the Discovery Centre can also 
be found on the Centre’s official web site, 
www.flightoftheroyalgeorge.ca 

Dale Morrisey 
 WJP Media Group

Bath’s 
1 8 1  

d i s c o v e r y 
c e n t r e 

Gets 

Funding Boost

Kelley Hineman, David Smith and Joe Hudacin show off the letter from the Minister of Canadian 
Heritage and official Languages announcing the grant for the 1812 Discovery Centre. The grant 
will help restore the boat house in the background into an 1812 barracks.
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A S I WANDERED through  
  sutler’s row at the Brandywine event 

in September, I was surprised to come across 
a tent with a simple display of pictures and 
newspaper clippings, manned by several local 
historical society members. The small exhibit 
featured photographs of colonial homes that 
still stand in the area east of Philadelphia, 
plus some literature and pictures by a group 
interested in preserving the Paoli Battlefield.

Paoli?? Is that a battlefield? You bet, prob-
ably one of the most controversial of the war. 
And it was quite appropriate for this dis-
play to be present at the Brandywine event, 
since it was the next action between the 
armies of Sir William Howe and General 
George Washington following the battle of 
Brandywine.

Briefly, here’s what happened. In late 
September of 1777 Howe’s army, 15,000 
strong, sat on the west side of the swollen 
Schuylkill River, looking for an opportunity 
to ford the river and push its way into the 
rebel capital of Philadelphia. Washington, 
with a smaller force of roughly 12,000 
troops, maneuvred in front of Howe in 
an effort to prevent his crossing of the 
Schuylkill. Washington ordered General 
“Mad” Anthony Wayne, with 2,200 troops, 
to threaten Howe’s rear, in an attempt to 
pin the British, front and rear. Washington’s 
orders to Wayne were:

“By the advice of the general officers, I have 
determined, that the army, under my immedi-
ate command, cross the Schuylkill at Parker’s 
ford, and endeavour to get down in time to 
oppose the enemy in front, whilst the corp 
under your command, in conjunction with gen. 
Smallwood and col. Gist, act to the greatest 
advantage in the rear”. 

Wayne, thinking that his presence 
went unnoticed by the British, moved to 
a position about 2 miles to the rear of the 
British camp. Howe, who had intercepted 
Washington’s orders to Wayne, knew full 
well the rebel plan, and determined that he 
would launch a surprise night attack against 
Wayne before he could do the same to him. 
Major General Charles Grey was to lead 
2,000 troops (40th, 42nd, 44th, 55th, and 2nd 
Battalion of Light Infantry) against Wayne’s 
camp. They setout at 10 p.m. on September 
20 and arrived in the vicinity of the camp at 
about mid-night.

And here’s what made Paoli such a 
unique battle, and perhaps inspired the 
title of Matthew Spring’s book, “With Zeal 
and With Bayonets Only”. General Grey 
ordered his troops to unload their muskets 
and remove their flints. Ever after he was 
known as “No-Flint” Grey. Captain John 
Andre confirmed that “no firelock was to be 
loaded and express orders were given to rely 
solely on the Bayonet.” 

Battle of Paoli
•  U n l o a d e d  &  F l i n t s  R e m o v e d  •

R

As reenactors we all have some appre-
ciation for the difficulty of loading one’s 
musket and installing a flint in pitch dark-
ness. Why on earth would such an order be 
given?!! Captain Andre goes on to explain:

“It was represented to the men that firing dis-
covered us to the Enemy, hid them from us, killed 
our friends and produced a confusion favorable 
to the escape of the Rebels and perhaps produc-
tive of disgrace to ourselves. on the other hand, 
by not firing we knew the foe to be wherever fire 
appeared and a charge ensured his destruction; 
that amongst the Enemy those in the rear would 
direct their fire against whoever fired in front, 
and they would destroy each other.”

Simply put, the absence of musket flashes 
allowed the British to virtually enter the 
outer rim of the rebel camp without detec-
tion. Wayne’s troops had no idea how many 
attackers there were, or where they were 
coming from. On the other hand, every vol-
ley from the rebels revealed their numbers 
and location, making them an easy target 
for the British bayonet charge.

Did this technique work? Let’s just say 
that this action has gone down in American 
history books as the Paoli “Massacre”. The 
ferocious battle left 53 dead, 150 wounded 
and 71 captured. “Remember Paoli” became 
the rallying cry for Pennsylvania soldiers 
throughout the rest of the war.

Perhaps it was the success of the “no-
flint” assault at Paoli that inspired General 
Vincent to pull the flints before the night-
time Battle of Stoney Creek on June 6, 1813, 
and for Lt Gen Sir Gordon Drummond to 
give a similar order before the night assault 
on Fort Erie on August 15, 1814. 

DWP
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A “listing of surviving uniforms” has been com-
piled by Norman Fuss, Corps of Engineers, 
King’s Army in America. Although the format 
of this list is not suitable for inclusion in the 
Courant, a Word document is attached to the 
e-mail distribution of the newsletter. or, you 
may order a CD directly from Norman Fuss. 
Norman explains what this is all about: 

T HE LISTING is the end result of  
 a project that I embarked on about 

a year ago to identify as many surviving 
artifact uniforms from the last half of the 
18th century as I could, with the objec-
tive of developing a data base of surviving 
uniforms that would be a useful aid to his-
torians, researchers, reenactors and others.

What I initially thought would be a 
modest effort quickly grew into a major 
project as more and more leads flowed in 
from friends and other researchers in the 
US, Canada and Great Britain. To keep the 
effort within a scope that I could reasonably 
expect to complete in my lifetime, I decided 
to focus only on American and British uni-
form coats. (Other nation’s uniforms and 
other uniform elements such as waistcoats, 
hats, epaulets etc. will have to await another 
project.) In an effort to insure that I wouldn’t 
miss anything from the Revolutionary War 

British officer’s Uniform Coat, Circa 1772 British Indian Agency officer’s Coat, Circa 1775

List of 18th Century 

A R T I F A C T  M I L I T A R Y  U N I F o R M S 
in Public Repositories

period by focusing too narrowly, I set the 
limits of my search as 1750 to 1800. Finally 
I focused on public repositories in the US, 
Canada and Great Britain. France, although 
it was not specifically included within the 
scope of this effort, yielded several examples 
of French uniforms (and one British). They 
are included in the listing

The listing presents the results of the 
project as of July 26, 2010. As of that date 
I have identified 137 surviving artifact 
military uniforms in public repositories in 
the United States (30), Canada, (8) Great 
Britain (90) and France (9). The entries in 
the list are grouped by country and listed 
in alphabetical order by repository name 
within each country.

The listing almost certainly does not con-
tain all surviving uniforms from the period 
in the countries studied. 

The project focused on repositories that •	
were judged to have the best possibility of 
having such a uniform, and on reposito-
ries suggested by respondents, historians, 
researchers and others. It did not attempt 
to contact all of the several thousand 
museums, historical societies, historic 
sites, and other possible repositories in 
North America and Great Britain. 
Of the approximately 900 potential •	
repositories contacted, about one half did 
not respond.
Some of the repositories that have an 18•	 th 
century military uniform in their collec-
tions were unaware that they did until they 
searched their collections in response to 
my inquiry.
Some artifact uniforms were discovered •	
in repositories that one would not have 
expected to have a uniform from this 
period. There are almost certainly others 
buried in obscure collections that have 
little or no connection to the 18th century 
or even to things military.
No attempt was made to seek out uni-•	
forms in private collections.
The information in the entries is the infor-

mation provided by the repositories and/or 
information taken from public sources such 
as directories and web sites. No attempt was 
made to validate the information provided.

In addition to the information presented 
below, the project generated a large collec-
tion of digital images – over 370 images 
of more than 70 uniform coats. This is far 
too much information to attempt to send 
over the internet. But those images can be 
of great use to historians, researchers, reen-
actors and others. Since one of the major 
objectives of the project was to create a data 
base that would be useful to such persons, I 
have decided make available at cost ($5.00) 
a CD-ROM containing the images and 
other information accumulated over the 
course of this project to interested parties 
who wish to use it for private study 
purposes only! Those desiring a CD 
should send a check for $5.00 with their 
mailing address to:

Norman Fuss
413 Ashwood Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23185-2705

Many individuals made valuable contribu-
tions to this project – far too many to name 
all of them in the space available. The fol-
lowing, however, were especially generous 
with their time, talent and knowledge: 
Justin Clement, Historian; Kerry DeLorey, 
recreated 84th Regiment of Foot, and 
Gregory J. W. Urwin, Professor of History, 
Temple University. My thanks and deep 
appreciation go to all those who contrib-
uted to this project. And a special “thank 
you” goes to Marco Zlatich, who’s initial 
work in this area provided the spark that 
ignited this project.
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ON 5 November 2010 KRRNY 
 Musketman (retired) Tex Joyner 

passed away. With the loss of Tex, the 
Regiment has lost its last veteran of the 
Second World War. Tex was a proud 
member of Canada’s armed forces, serving 
overseas in the RCEME Corps with the 
3rd Canadian Infantry Division. He retired 
as a major in 1975.

In 1982 Tex took a reduction in rank to 
musketman and followed his son Allan, 
joining the old Left Section of the Colonel’s 
Company. Tex was also one of the first mem-
bers of the newly formed 2nd Battalion, 
then badged as Crawford’s Company.

From the very beginning, Tex was an 
enthusiastic member of the Regiment and 
his home on Pine Street in Kingston became 
the drop-in place for local KRRNY mem-
bers. Discussions of kit, guns, WWII and 
Kingston history resounded in his kitchen 
and basement. One of Tex’s very first involve-
ments with the Regiment was to make his 
ancestral home – the Lake family farm – 
available for a spring tactical. Tex continued 
to help organize the fall and winter Kingston 
tacticals through the 1980s and 1990s. He 
was always present to man the operational 
headquarters, stoking the woodstove and 
serving-up his renowned, homemade chili to 
warm the returning combatants.

Tex served actively in the ranks as a mus-
ketman until the mid-1990s. Even after 
stepping down from an active role, Tex’s 
enthusiasm for history continued. He was 
ever present in his 2nd Battalion kit at 
dedication ceremonies, historic events and 
local flag raisings. In addition to being the 
volunteer curator of the Princess of Wales 
own Regiment Museum for over 10 years, 
Tex was actively involved in the Cataraqui 
Archaeological Research foundation 
where he assisted in the identification of 
artifacts unearthed from military sites in 
and around Kingston.

Capt Jeff Paine

ELWOOD, known universally as 
 Tex, joined the Canadian Army in the 

summer of 1940 along with his brother, 
Hubert. Both signed on as trained tech-
nicians and were enrolled in the Royal 
Canadian Ordinance Corps (RCOC). He 
was trained as an armourer, a repairer of all 
manner of small arms infantry weapons. 
He went overseas in early 1942 with the 
3rd Canadian Infantry Division where he 
had been assigned as the unit armourer to 
the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (CH 
of O), the machine gun battalion of their 
division. The Camerons were armed with 
the Vickers medium machine gun and the 
4.2 inch mortar. Their task was to fire in 
support of attacks put in by the division’s 
infantry brigades. 

When the Royal Canadian Electrical 
Mechanical Engineers (RCEME) were 
formed in 1944, Tex like all the various 
trades of the RCOC, became a founding 
member of the corps. He landed with the 
CH of O on D plus 4, driving his 15cwt 
truck ashore from one of the Mullberry 
Harbours, floating sections of docks, which 
were only just installed on the beach at 
Arromanches. 

With the 3rd Div he fought his way across 
France. He was first line maintenance, 
meaning he lived within a few hundred 
meters of the front line and moved around 
the unit to repair, recover and replace any 
damaged weapons. There are photos and 
cine film of his Vicker’s guns in action at 
Carpiquet in June 1944 during the heavy 
fighting there against the 12th SS “Hitler 
Youth” division. Their heaviest fighting was 
during the closing of the Falaise Gap when 
the regiment suffered several casualties as 
they deployed their guns over open sights.

At Christmas of 1944 the Cameron’s 
guns and mortars were dug in on the Dutch 
border across the Rhine from Germany at 
Nijmegen. He fondly remembered “adopt-
ing” a dutch family during that bitter 
Christmas.

Tex recalled the fighting in the mud of 
the Hochwald Forest during the winter of 
1944-45 as the most difficult in which they 
were engaged. 

When the war ended he volunteered for 
the Pacific Force. He was brought back to 
Canada quickly and was here when the 
Japanese surrendered in August of 1945.

After the war he served in Canada, and 

In Memoriam

A  F O N D  F A R E  T H E E  W E L L  T O  

Tex (Elwood) Joyner  
1 9 1 9  -  2 0 1 0

Major elwood Franklin (Tex) Joyner  
( R E T I R E D )  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e
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with NATO in Germany in the mid-1950’s. 
He worked for several years on the Black 
Brant missile program of Defence Research 
and Development Canada at Valcartier, 
Quebec and then took a commission as 
a first lieutenant in 1967. He retired as a 
Major at Petawawa in 1975, the Officer 
Commanding 2 Service Battalion, the main 
field and base repair workshop for all the 
combat arms.

Major Allan Joyner

S P E C I A L  N O T E

Our family took great comfort from the 
large memorial wreath sent to us by the 
KRR. It was displayed in the visitation 
at the funeral home and beside his casket 
at his funeral. Afterwards it was taken to 
Kingsdale Chateau, dad's home for the last 
few years. It formed the centre of the display 
that anchored the service of remembrance 
by the Second World War men and women 
who were "on parade" there on November 
11th. He loved the regiment dearly and 
would have been very proud indeed to know 
that he was in your thoughts. 

Most sincere thanks for your kindness 
from Allan, Michelle, Nora and Grace. 
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A NUMBER of you will have heard 
 that Colin Gammon died of cancer 

on November 6. To the vast majority of the 
membership, Colin’s name is meaningless; 
however, he played an important part dur-
ing the early days of the regiment and I’d 
like to tell a few stories about him as a his-
tory lesson.

Colin joined the Colonel’s Company’s 
left section in August 1980 on the same day 
as his inseparable, bosom buddy, Dick ‘Zulu’ 
Reeves. Dick still participates in the hobby 
as a Brant’s Volunteer under Lieutenant 
Mike Hurley. 

The first picture is of Colin, flanked by 
Ptes Reg James (yes, that Reg James) and 
Reg’s cousin, Gary Jones, fixing bayonets at 
the annual Fort York Festival in 1981. For 
almost a decade, this used to be our kick-off 
event every year.

In Colin’s time, the regiment was blessed 
with a number of serving and veteran men 
from the Regular Forces and the Reserve. 
They brought a special élan to our unit 
and helped us forge a very solid reputation 
amongst the rebels and our fellow Brits. 
Colin had been a Captain in the Queen’s 

Own Rifles and had led many detach-
ments on ceremonial occasions, especially 
at Queen’s Park. During those duties, he 
had raised and lowered many, many flags, 
which, as all of you know, is done with a 
great deal of precision by the military. Colin 
had learned the peculiarities of folding the 
Stars and Stripes, which is done entirely 
differently than Canadian and British flags.

If I remember correctly, our regiment 
was first asked to raise the Grand Union 
at “Morning Colours” at Fort Niagara in 
1981 and we quickly formed an impromptu 
Colour Party from the old left section of 
Sjt Denis Bourget (RCAF officer); L/Cpl 
Gerry MacMartin (RCN officer) and Pte 
Colin Gammon. The first pair of photo-
graphs captures that event.

This same Colour Party did the hon-
ours at the ruins of Fort Haldimand on 
Carleton Island that year. The troops had 
fallen a small tree and raised it as an appro-
priate pole and the Grand Union soon flew 
over the fort for the first time since 1812. 
It was a heady business! The next morning, 
we ‘captured’ a Stars & Stripes and flew it 
under the Grand Union for most of Sunday, 

Colin Gammon  
R E M E M B E R E D
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R E G I M E N T A L 

Sutler

C AP TAIN Alex and Ann have a 
new supply of finest quality English 

flints from Track of the Wolf that will be 
available for purchase for $2.50 each.

We also make hand-woven goods (sashes, 
shawls, yard goods for petticoats, aprons 
etc.) from period correct materials to order. 
Also hemp/cotton webbing material made 
to whatever size is required. We also make 
modern items for anyone looking for a gift 
for a special someone who isn’t a re-enactor. 
It’s not too late to have something made for 
Christmas.

Alex Lawrence
alawrence@andrewswireless.net

905-649-1620

hopefully alarming passing American ship-
ping in the process. When it was time to 
break camp, we lowered the two flags and 
Colin and Gerry correctly folded the Stars 
& Stripes for return to the owners. Of some 
interest, this flag had flown over a camp in 
the Pacific during the Second War.

When our first set of Colours were 
awarded to the regiment in 1982 at Fort 
York, we were supported by our first two 
Honorary Officers, LCol Mrs. Elizabeth 
Blair, UE – Dominion Genealogist of 
the UELAC – and Major Judge John R. 
Matheson UE, RCA (ret’d). On this occa-
sion, Gerry and Colin were the guards to 
the Colours and Lieutenant Bill Severin, 
Light Company, and newly-promoted 
Ensign of the Colonel’s Company, Denis 
Bourget, received the Colours. Back then, 
every member was given a rack number 
which was painted on his accoutrements. In 
my memory, Colin was the only fellow who 
took a serious interest in the man (other 
than Bruce Strader who proudly wore his 
ancestor’s number) who had originally 
been issued with that number – Duncan 
Murchison – and by pure serendipity, this 
fellow was an ancestor of Judge Matheson. 

Our by-now tradition of fielding Colour 
Parties expanded and soon we were asked 

to perform the ritual at many venues. The 
initial three fellows by no means held a 
monopoly in this role and Sjt. Bob Anglin 
(Captain 3RCR and NDHQ) and Pte Len 
Skinner (Major 3NBH and NDHQ) were 
often called out when needed. One of my 
proudest memories was when the Brigade 
of the American Revolution asked us to 
provide a party to lower the American flag 
at Sackett’s Harbour. We again put together 
an ad-hoc party of the available experts and 
some other sharply-drilled soldiers and the 
duty was performed with precision and 
dispatch, including the correct folding of 
the US national flag. I think the BAR guys 
were gobsmacked and I ‘swole’ up like a 
ripe pumpkin. (Unfortunately, most of that 
expertise has been lost and I’m not sure we 
could pull this off now). 

One final memory of Colin Gammon – 
when the Grenadier Company was founded 
in September 1982, Colin and his buddy 
Dick were amongst Reg’s originals. This 
last photograph is of the Grens, in their 
fancy stage, in a March Past at Old Fort 
York in 1983 with Reg as Serjeant, Colin as 
right marker and his buddy Dick with the 
eye patch beside him and Grenadier Duff 
‘Zufeld’ Steele on Dick’s left. 

Gavin Watt

Merr Christmas 
& 

Ha New Year
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